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Deaths 

Unification View of Cremation 

According to the Principle, death is the time when both the spiritual and physical bodies return to 

their original source. The spiritual body goes to the world of the spirit. We can say that the 

physical body returns to the material world through its eventual decomposition. The practice of 

cremation is not in accordance with the Unification view, as it does not allow the physical body a 

natural return to the physical (material) world. 

Unification View on Euthanasia 

 Importance of Physical Life. The Principle shows us that Heavenly Father is involved in the 

creation of our lives. that His love is their main source. (Refer to chapter 19, Births, Birth 

Ceremony: Births, "Significance.") Until we reach perfection, in the truest sense. God owns 

our lives; we are only the stewards. After we reach perfection, He wants to bestow us the 

fullness of His love, creativity, and true life. 

 

 Relationship with Spiritual Life. Our spiritual body grows through a reciprocal relationship 

with our physical body. Therefore, it is the Unification view that under the order of the 

universe, we should not willfully cut the connection existing between the body and spirit. 

Without the physical body, the spiritual body absolutely cannot grow. 

Accident victim. When the question of euthanasia is raised in the case of an accident victim, it is 

our view that everything possible should be done to keep the body alive. 

However, if it is known that severe brain damage is involved and there is absolutely no hope of 

recovery, we hold that it is not necessary to continue technological assistance to keep the body 

alive. Whether or not to unplug the life support system should be left to the discretion of the 

immediate family. If this is the decision reached , however, it is essential that death be allowed to 

occur naturally. 

https://www.2achristisnow.com/absolute-sex.html


Terminal Illness 

Members who become terminally ill and desire to prepare to go to the spiritual world should use 

the time they have left on the physical plane to re-examine themselves – their relationship with 

God, True Parents, spouse, children, other members, etc. Such a time would be especially 

appropriate for deep repentance. Members may wish to study the Exposition of the Divine 

Principle (hereafter ‘Principle’) and Father’s words and meditate on the essence of their lives as 

well. Rather than focus on fulfilling any external desires, members would do well to strengthen 

their relationships in order to prepare for their rebirth into the spiritual world. 

 

Seung Hwa Ceremony 

History 

The tradition of the Seung Hwa Ceremony for blessed members was taught by our True parents 

after the death of their son, Heung Jin Moon on January - 2 1984. World level Seung Hwa 

Ceremonies for Heung Jin were held both in Tarrytown, New York (Belvedere), and Seoul Korea 

(the Little  Angels School).  

Even though many funeral ceremonies have been held for members of the Unification Church. it 

is only because of Heung Jin Nim's sacrifice for True Parents that the tradition of the Seung Hwa 

Ceremony could begin Originally, this could not have been begun until the True Parents went to 

the spiritual world. Yet based on Heung Jin Nim's dedication and organization of the spiritual 

world, blessed members can now receive the foundation of the Seung Hwa Ceremony. 

 

Significance     

Until the initiation of the Seung Hwa ceremony, funerals were held as ceremonies signifying the 

end of life. In the secular world funerals have often been viewed as sad occasions because people 

due to the fall, have never fulfilled their true purpose from God. 

The Seung Hwa Ceremony, however, is the celebration of the commencement of one’s life as an 

exclusively spiritual being. According to the Principle, the Seung Hwa Ceremony is to be regarded 

as more beautiful, enlightening, and joyful than even the Blessing Ceremony. 

Father shared some thoughts about its significance on the occasion of Heung Jin Nim’s Seung 
Hwa Ceremony at Belvedere on January 7th, 1984. His comments were printed in the January - 
February 1984 issue of Today's World. 



I'd like to make a very clear announcement that will set the tradition of our movement and 
our church.     
 
In the secular world , death signifies the end of life. However. in our world, death is like a 
rebirth   or a new birth into another world. Particularly those who give their life for the 
purpose of the Kingdom of Heaven and for the sake of the movement are special heroes. 
 
For that reason, we must not make those occasions gloomy or sad, or feel discouraged. 
Instead we shall rejoice in the victory of the spirit in which that life was given for the 
mission. 
 
If we here on earth become very mournful and gloomy it is like pulling the person who is 
going up to the heavens down to the ground. 
 
This is a birth from the second universal mother's womb into another world, just like when a 
baby emerges from its first mother's womb. 
 
A Seung Hwa Ceremony is actually comparable to a wedding, when men and women get 
married. It's not a sorrowful occasion at all. It's like an insect coming out of its cocoon, 
getting rid of a shackle and becoming a new body and a new existence. a new entity. That's 
exactly the same kind of process. 
 
In our way of life and tradition. spirit world and physical world are one, and by our living up 
to that kind of ideal, we bring the two worlds together into one. 

 
Seung Hwa ceremony for Blessed Members 
 
There are three basic phases to the Seung Hwa Ceremony. Although 
they are collectively referred to as the “Seung Hwa Ceremony,” the 
farewell greetings which the immediate family (and trinity) shares 
with the elevated spirit are called the Gwi Hwan Ceremony (or 
“returning to joy”); the service held for the elevated spirit by family and friends is termed Seung 
Hwa Ceremony, (or “ascension and harmony”; the burial service is referred to as the Won Jeun 
Ceremony (or “returning home/to the palace”). 
 

 Meaning of the Term Seung Hwa. The January-February 1984 issue of Today’s World gave 
the following explanation: 
 
The use of the Chinese character meaning “Seung Hwa” is new and unique to this 
ceremony and is not commonly used. The character for “seung” means “ascending, 
elevation.” The character “hwa” has meanings of “harmony and peace.” The use of “seung 
hwa” was first instructed by Father at this time. 



The basic Seung Hwa Ceremony presented in this chapter is the same for the husband or wife. 
 

 Preparation.   The casket as well as all the garments should be sanctified with Holy Salt 
before the body is dressed and placed in it. 
 

 Burial Clothes.  Blessed members will be buried in their white Holy Robes. The robe and 
white gloves, as well as newly purchased white underclothes, should be given to the 
mortician for dressing the body. 
 

 Articles for the Casket.  Items to be placed in the casket and buried with the body include: 
a Divine Principle book, a book of True Father’s speeches, and the member’s Holy 
Handkerchief. No picture of True Parents or the True Family should be placed in the casket. 
Other important personal items can also be put in the casket. The member’s blessing ring 
should be left on. 

 
A Unification Church flag should be prepared for placement on the top of the casket. 
 
True Father wrote words describing Heung Jin Nim’s sacrifice on a cloth which was placed 
over his chest and buried with him. If the individual received such a benefit from True 
Father (the title “martyr,” for example) such a banner may be made and placed either 
inside or outside the casket and buried with the body. 

 

 Where to hold the Seung Hwa Ceremony. Depending upon the level of the Seung Hwa 
Ceremony it may be held at home, in a center, etc. For example, a national level Seung 
Hwa Ceremony would most naturally be held in the national headquarters building. A 
regional, state, or church level, etc., Seung Hwa Ceremony should be held in appropriate 
rooms within any of the centers or homes. 

 
Gwi Hwan Ceremony 
 
Farewell greetings by the immediate family, trinity members and close friends may be offered at 
home or in the memorial (“funeral”) chapel. However, this largely depends on whether the 
member died at home or in the hospital, etc., and on the particular national laws governing 
whether or not a casket may be brought home. 
 

Items relevant to this ceremony are described in this section, Preparation for Seung Hwa 
Ceremony. Placement of the casket and altar during this ceremony are described in the same 
section. 
 

Generally, the casket is opened during this ceremony. 
 

Those who attend may wish to place single flowers in the casket and bestow a farewell kiss on 
the cheek of the body. 



Attendance of Seung Hwa Ceremony 
 

 Attitude of Participants. The Seung Hwa Ceremony is our opportunity to offer farewell 
greetings to the elevated spirit. Our attitude should be one of sincerity and respect. As 
well, we should remember the efforts and dedication of his or her past life on the earth. 

 

 Dress Code. There is an appropriate dress code for members of the immediate family. 
Women should wear white or light-colored clothes. Men should wear dark blue suits with a 
white shirt and white tie. 

 
Others who attend the ceremony should wear the same if possible. 
 
Flowers.  Men should wear boutonnieres of white flowers. e.g., a carnation or rose. 
Women should wear red flower corsages. 

 
Preparation for the Seung Hwa Ceremony 
 

 Altar. A new white (or light-colored) altar cloth should be placed on the altar. 
 

Picture of the individual. An appropriate picture of a 
good likeness of the individual should be prepared for 
the Seung Hwa Ceremony. It is recommended that this 
be blown up to a 16” x 20” size; however, if that is 
impossible, the picture should at least be 8” x 10”. If 
possible the frame should be made of wood. 
 
Black has been the traditional color for funerals in 
much of the world. However, because of the joyous 
meaning of the Seung Hwa Ceremony, Father has 
instructed that we use bright or light colors. For this 
reason, a pink or white ribbon should be draped from 
the top of the picture frame (as per diagram 23.1). 

 
23.1   Drape ribbon on picture 
           of  the individual. 

 
Picture of the True Parents or True Family.  A picture of the True Parents or True Family 
should not be placed on the altar, nor in the room as part of the ceremony. 
 
Candles and incense.  As well, two newly multiplied Shimjung Candles, incense, and a 
receptacle for burning the incense should be placed on or directly below the altar. 
 
Flowers.  Gifts of flowers should be placed below or around the altar. The colors of the 
flowers should be bright – pink, red, etc. If flowers are placed around the altar, the altar 
does not need flowers placed on it (as per diagram 23.2). 



 
 

 
23.2   Placement of casket and altar during Seung Hwa Ceremony 
 

 Casket.  Refer to diagram 23.2 for placement of the casket in the room. 
 

The Unification Church flag should cover the casket. The casket is closed at the Seung Hwa 
Ceremony. 
 

 Guest Book.  It is appropriate to prepare a guest book for those who attend the Seung Hwa 
Ceremony to sign. It can be kept as a remembrance by the member’s family. 



Format of the Seung Hwa Ceremony 
 

 Service Leader. One elder blessed member should be selected to lead the service; 
however, it is not appropriate that the husband or wife of the elevated spirit lead the 
service. 

 

 Opening Song. He or she can begin with a song such as "The Lord into His Garden Comes'' 
as a farewell song. It is suggested to repeat this song several times or sing other Holy 
Songs. 

 

 Prayer and Testimony. The service leader should then offer a representative prayer and 
give a brief testimony of the member's life. 

 

 Greetings. Either one by one or in small groups based on the following general order: 
members of the immediate family, trinity members, center leader, elder blessed couples, 
and other friends, members should face the altar and offer one full bow toward the altar 
and casket. Each should take a stick of incense, light it, and place it in the receptacle for the 
burning incense. (1f there are too many people, only representatives need to do this.) 

 
The member should offer one more bow and leave the area. 

 

 Speech and/or Hymn. A commemorative speech and/or commemorative hymn may be 
offered by friends or family. 

 

 Length of Ceremony. The Seung Hwa Ceremony should last a total of three (3), five (5), or 
seven (7) days-an odd number of days from the day of death to the day of burial. 

 
During these days, the family and trinity members should take turns staying in the room in 
which the casket stands, for one or two hours at a time. There should be a continuous vigil 
of prayer, songs, and testimonies throughout these days. At no time should the casket be 
left unattended. 
 

Procession to Burial Ground 
 
After the vigil has finished, the procession to the burial ground should begin. 
 

 Pallbearers. Between eight and twelve pallbearers (men only) should be selected. They 
should dress according to the code listed in the previous section and should also wear 
white gloves. 

  
They should carry the casket to the car or hearse which will transport it to the burial 
ground. 



 Picture Carrier. One additional member should wear white gloves and carry the individual's 
picture. This member should hold the picture on his or her lap, in either the lead car or 
hearse. 

 

 Use of hearse. A hearse may be used if desired and convenient. 
 
Burial Ground 
 

 Selection of Burial Ground. Select a high hill or mountain for burial. Guard against selecting 
an area that is below water level, for example. Choose an area (preferably in a cemetery 
park) with a good view and which gets plenty of sunshine. 

 
Father has indicated in several of his speeches that blessed couples should be buried at 
"Holy Ground" In the future, our national movements will buy parks (with hills or small 
mountains, if possible) in regions or states for the purpose of burying Unification Church 
members. Later, these areas will be designated as "holy grounds.” 

 

 Headstone. The selection of the type of headstone is a decision to be made by the 
member's family. However, there are several guidelines regarding what information could 
be inscribed on it: name of the individual, Blessing, date of physical birth, date of elevation 
to the bestowed a special title (“Reverend,” " martyr," or the like) to this person. it should 
also be inscribed on the headstone. 

 
Additionally, if desired, a quotation from Father may be put on the headstone. 
 

 
Won Jeun Ceremony 
 

 Preparation of Burial Plot.  The preparation of the burial plot should be done by 
professionals. 

 

 Necessary Materials to Prepare.  Listed below are items to be purchased or prepared to be 
brought to the cemetery. 

 
Individual’s picture 
Flowers (brought from the Seung Hwa Ceremony) 
Incense Receptacle for burning incense (the same one used in the Seung Hwa Ceremony) 
 

 Placement or casket. upon arrival at the burial ground, the pall- bearers should take the 
casket from the vehicle and set it in front of the grave. The individual's picture should be 
placed in front of it. 

 



 Format of the Burial (Won Jeun) ceremony. The ceremony held at the cemetery should be 
conducted along the following format. (1f desired. the person who conducted the Seung 
Hwa Ceremony may also lead the Won Jeun ceremony; however, it is also appropriate to 
select another person.) 

 
Holy song 
Representative Prayer 
Simple sermon 
Closing Prayer 

 
Incense. Members of the immediate family as well as representative friends may burn 
incense, if desired, as was done at the Seung Hwa Ceremony. 
 
Foods. A simple meal may be brought to the Won Jeun Ceremony and placed in front of 
the casket. 
 
Lowering of the casket. Professionals, with the assistance of the pallbearers, should guide 
the lowering of the casket into the ground. 
 
After the casket is lowered, members of the immediate family and trinity may toss flowers 
on it. Other representative friends may follow. 
 
Representatives of the immediate family should then throw several shovels full of soil on 
top of the casket. Members of the trinity may follow this procedure. 
 
Departing the burial ground. The immediate family should return home with the 
individual's picture. 

 
 No Ceremony after Won Jeun. Unlike after attendance at a funeral (see this chapter, 

Funerals), there is no special ceremony when reentering the home after the Won Jeun 
Ceremony.  

 
 
Visitation of Burial Ground 
 

 Sam Oje Ceremony. On the third day after the Won Jeun Ceremony (including the day that 
ceremony was held), members of the immediate family, trinity, and close friends should 
visit the cemetery and hold an additional ceremony, the last ceremony of ascension. 

 
Flowers and incense may be offered. Simple foods (e.g., fruits) should be brought to the 
burial ground and offered as well. 



 Visitation after 40 or 100 days.  There is no required visitation or special ceremony to be 
conducted on the 40th or 100th day after ascension. If desired, members of the family may 
wish to go and offer a special greeting. 

 

 Regular Visitation of the Burial Ground.  There is no special amount of times one is 
required to visit the grave; it may be done as often as desired. Flowers, small Unification 
Church flags, etc., may be brought and placed at the gravesite. 

 
Whenever members visit the grave, their prayers should be concerned with the memory of 
this person and God’s will for his or her life. Members should pray to learn from the 
example of the person’s life. They should also pray for the eternal spiritual life of the 
person. 
 

 
Daily Attendance after Won Jeun Ceremony 
 

 Altar.  After arriving home, the family should set up a special altar (diagram 23.3). It would 
be best to do this in the room in which the individual lived. If this is difficult, it is proper to 
set up this altar in the prayer room; however, it should be placed in the back of the room. 
The main altar should not be disturbed or displaced. 

 

The individual’s picture should be put in 
the center of this altar, and two 
Shimjung Candles (it is appropriate to 
use the same ones from the Seung Hwa 
Ceremony) should be placed on either 
side of the picture. If desired, the ribbon 
affixed to the frame may remain on 
during this time  

 

 Preparation of Special Plate.  A plate of food should be prepared (a minimum of once a 
day) from the family’s meal (preferably the main meal) for the ascended being. It is not 
necessary to purchase new dishes. This meal should be placed on a tray which is then put 
on the special altar. It should be left there for a time and then removed. 

 

The food from this meal should be consumed by the family or friends. 
 

 Daily Service. Each day for either 21 or 40 days, the members of the family (if it is possible, 
the trinity members could also participate on occasion) should hold a special prayer 
meeting in front of this altar. In this way. the life of the individual is extended in the sense 
that, through such attendance, we continue to share our lives with him or her. 

 

It is suggested that this short prayer service take place at the same time the meal is served. 



 Disposal of Worldly Possessions. Special things that the person enjoyed during his or her 
physical lifetime can be kept (e.g., books, jewelry, favorite possessions). Some family and 
friends may inherit such items. However, it is best to burn all of the individual's clothing. 

 

 Picture. The picture prepared for the Seung Hwa Ceremony should be kept and either hung 
on the wall or placed in another appropriate location in the house or center. 

 
Memorial  and Burial Service for Single Members 
 
The format of the memorial and burial services for single members has not yet been formulated. 
As was mentioned before, based on Heung Jin Nim's sacrifice, blessed members have inherited 
the treasure and significance of the Seung Hwa Ceremony. It is not, however, 
to be used in its entirety for single members. 
 
Based on his or her belief in the Principle and True Parents, when a single member of the 
Unification Church dies, he or she has a certain advantage and position in the spiritual world even 
though he or she did not receive the Blessing. 
 

 
Funerals 
 
Ceremony After Attending a Funeral 
 

 Significance.  It ls important for members who attend the funerals of their relatives or 
friends who were not members of the Unification Church, as well as funerals of single 
members of the Unification Church to follow a certain procedure before entering the 
center or home. This particular ceremony has the effect of cleasing the spirit after it has 
been in an environment related to death and in some way connected to the unperfected 
spiritual level. 

 
The spirit of a person who did not know, understand, or live the Principle is not on the 
same level as the spirit of a person who did know, understand and live in accordance with 
the Principle, (i.e. a blessed Unification Church member). Also, single Unification Church 
members have not reached the realm of Blessing. Conditions of indemnity (tang gam), 
then, must be fulfilled to separate us from Satan's environment before we re-enter God's 
environment. 

 

 Format. The first part of this ceremony should be done before entering the center (or one's 
home); it would best be done in an open area (e.g., field or mountain). If there is no chance 
to go to such an area. it may also be done outside the back door of the center or home. 

 



Light one or more pieces of paper. Place the burning paper in a container. Step over the 
fire once, walk back around it and step over it again in the same direction, then walk back 
around it and step over it again a third time. Always step over it in the same direction. 
(Refer to diagram 23.4) Extinguish the fire. Next, sprinkle yourself with Holy Salt. The third 
step is to take a shower, if possible. 

 
If it is possible, all of this should be done before one returns to the center. 
 

 
        23.4    Step over and walk around the fire 3 times, do not step back and forth 
 

 
Special Prayers or Conditions for the Deceased 
 
It is not necessary to pray in a special way or to fulfill special conditions for a friend or relative 
who has died. Rather, we should always try to maintain our focus on doing God’s will, feeling 
assured that the deceased will naturally receive God’s grace even without our prayers. 
 
 
 

 
 



References to Seung Hwa in the Cheon Seong Gyeong 
 
Book 3: True Love - Chapter 5: Love and the Spirit World 
 
To die is to be reborn in God’s love, but in the human world they make a big fuss, saying, “Oh no, 
I am dying!” God laughs loudly at this. Would God be happy or sad to see such people crying and 
lamenting? One should experience joy at the moment of going from the realm of limited love to 
one of unlimited love. The moment of death is the moment of a second birth. Don’t you think so? 
That path is the path of ascension (seunghwa). (116-172, 1982.1.1) 
 
In the secular world, death signifies the end of life, but death really means to be born anew into 
another world. Therefore, you should not be depressed, sad, or anxious when you think of death. 
Instead, you should rejoice over the idea of people being reborn in spiritual triumph after having 
lived a life for the sake of their mission. If you become immersed in sorrow or grief, this will only 
pull the spirit of a person who was on the way to heaven back down to earth. Just like the 
moment when a baby comes out of the womb of its first mother, the Seunghwa ceremony is an 
occasion in which a person is born into another world through the womb of the second mother, 
the universe. This can be compared to a wedding ceremony. This is not a sorrowful moment at 
all. It is like an insect emerging from its cocoon, throwing away its hard shell and taking on a new 
form, becoming a new being, a new essence. (49-285, 1971.10.17) 
 
Book 6: Our Life and the Spiritual Realm - Chapter 1: The Path of Life 
 
2.4. Death is an ascension (seunghwa) to a higher dimension 
 
If human beings had not fallen, someone’s passing would have been a happy occasion. That is 
why I have taught the Unification Church not to greet death in sorrow. Hence, we speak of death 
as seunghwa (ascension). (199-353, 1990.2.21) 
 
In the Unification Church we do not hold funerals in the usual way after a person’s death. 
Instead, we have a Seunghwa Ceremony. Is there anything to fear in this world? Is there anything 
to fear in the universe? 
 
From this world of sin and chaos we have to take the form of an autonomous center, aligned with 
the standard of heaven and earth, and thus enter into an upright position within the realm of 
God’s love. Why do we need to enter the vertical position? It is because it creates no shadow. 
Can a shadow be found in a vertical position? Everything is perfected. Consequently, as rotation 
takes place, everything in the environment will align vertically. (198-124, 1990.1.25) 
 
A funeral in the Unification Church is called a Seunghwa Ceremony. The spirit of a dead person 
will lament if he sees people holding on to his dead body and crying. He will think, “The ignorance 
of these people is a rope that ties me down and prevents me from going on my way.” Since we 



know these things, the Unification Church refers to death as seunghwa. Seunghwa means 
gloriously soaring to heaven. With the power of love you have to push the person along. Do not 
hold him back, but push him. (199-130, 1990.2.16) 
 
What is the Seunghwa Ceremony? It means to be transformed and go up to another stage. (196-
55, 1989.12.24) 
 
People today do not know what it means to die. It is not a sorrowful occasion. It is not a sad 
occasion. You should see it as a transition from a lower-dimensional world to a higher- 
dimensional world through the bridge of love. That is why the Unification Church refers to death 
as seunghwa. To die is to ascend to a higher dimension. This is only possible through love. (137-
316, 1986.1.5) 
 
For whom does God exist? God, the subject of love, exists for the purpose of seeking and raising 
a partner of love. With what shall He do this? He will do this based on true love. True love is living 
and investing oneself for the sake of others, and forgetting one’s investment. Eternal life can be 
found here. The entire world is made this way. I myself am like this. As I know the value of 
eternal life, facing the gallows is not a problem. There is nothing to fear. That is why the 
Unification Church refers to death as seunghwa and its ceremony as the Seunghwa Ceremony. 
 
Unification Church members live in communication with their spouses in the spirit world. That 
the world today is ignorant of the spirit world leaves me at a loss for words. Do you think spiritual 
life can be bought with money? (209-160, 1990.11.28) 
 
The Seunghwa Ceremony began with the death of my son, Heung-jin. It was established at that 
time. At the hospital I had to remove his oxygen mask. I had to arrange the way for him to pass 
into the spirit world. By doing so, he was free from the fallen realm. That is why, when Heung-jin 
came down again in the spirit, he said that there was no way to repay me. He was the first from 
the True Parents’ family to go to the spirit world as a young adult. Heung-jin went to the spirit 
world as the Messiah to the spirit world in the same position as the Second Coming. By uniting 
with him you can go to a high place in the spirit world. (225-136, 1992.1.5) 
 
Our departure to the spirit world is not a sad occasion. Raise the flag of heaven amidst the 
trumpet call for liberation. Go on boldly, undefeated. Raise the flag signaling your glorious return 
home. This is the path that lets you proudly enter your original hometown where the nation and 
all of humanity will welcome you with cheers. It is not a sorrowful occasion. We do not shed 
btears on these occasions in the Unification Church. What do we call this? We call it the 
Seunghwa Ceremony. Heungjin’s ascension brought down the walls of death. That is why it is 
called the Seunghwa Ceremony. (227-260, 1992.2.17) 
 
Love has overcome all the realms of death. True love overcomes the realm of death! This is the 
principle of creation. That is why I declared the Day of Victory of Love. With Heung-jin’s 
ascension to the spirit world, Satan has no basis of accusation towards any of the sons and 



daughters of the families of the Unification Church when they hold the Seunghwa Ceremony. 
Even when you board the boat that takes you to the other shore, all the righteous people in the 
spirit world will come out to welcome you. It is time to connect with that great, history-making 
revolutionary dimension. (242-278, 1993.1.2) 
 
What is the meaning of the Day of Victory of Love? This is something you have to know. I did not 
shed even one tear from the time of Heung-jin’s passing to when I sent him off to the spirit 
world. The realm of death had to be overcome. Without the declaration that love had overcome 
death, the Seunghwa Ceremony could not have been established. 
 
The Seunghwa Ceremony began with Heung-jin, did it not? What is the meaning of “victory of 
love” in the Day of Victory of Love? It means victory over death. If it were any other person, the 
mother would be writhing in sorrow, crying and wailing from deep within. Yet Mother could not 
shed a tear. We had to do this ceremony within three days. I had to proclaim that death was 
overcome. 
 
In this way, the Seunghwa Ceremony came to be held in the Unification Church. It is a ceremony 
of going beyond death and onward to joy. Those who go through the Seunghwa Ceremony can 
easily go beyond all the valleys in the spirit world. Of course, there will be some who fail to do so 
and remain inbetween. You have to understand this. The Seunghwa Ceremony began with 
Heung-jin. (212-96, 1991.1.2) 
 
We conduct the Seunghwa Ceremony in the Unification Church when a person passes on, don’t 
we? It is the moment of springing up and moving on to a separate world. Therefore, you should 
shout with joy. The spirit world is visible to a person after he dies and arrives there. You are not 
going to a place where you cry, but you are moving toward a place of joy. We were ignorant of 
this fact because our eyes were completely blinded through the Fall. (255-294, 1994.3.11) 
 
Book 7: Etiquette and Ceremonies - Chapter 4: Tradition & Daily Etiquette of Blessed Families 
 
 14.3. The Seunghwa Ceremony 
 
People today do not know what it means to die. It is not a sorrowful occasion. You should see it 
as a transition from a lower dimensional world to a higher dimensional world, through the bridge 
of love. That is why the Unification Church does not call it death but Seunghwa. It is ascending to 
a higher dimension. This is only possible through love. (137-316, 1986.1.5) 
 
If human beings had not fallen, death would have been a happy occasion. That is why I have 
taught the Unification Church members that they should not greet death with sorrow. That is 
why it is called the Seunghwa. (199-353, 1990.2.21) 
 
 



A funeral in the Unification Church is called a Seunghwa Ceremony. The spirit of a dead person 
will lament if he sees people holding on to his dead body and crying. He would say, “The 
ignorance of these people is a rope that ties me down and prevents me from going on my way.” 
Since we know these things, we call a funeral a Seunghwa Ceremony.  
 
Seunghwa means a sacred ascension to heaven. You have to push the dead person to the spirit 
world with the power of love. Do not hold them back but push them forward. (199-130, 
1990.2.16) 
 
The Seunghwa Ceremony began with Heung-jin, did it not? What is the meaning of “victory of 
love” in the “Day of the Victory of Love”? It means victory over death. If it had been any other 
person, the mother would have been writhing in sorrow, crying and wailing from deep within. 
Yet, True Mother should not shed even one tear. We had to hold this ceremony within three 
days. I had to proclaim that death had been overcome. This is the way that the Seunghwa 
Ceremony came to be held in the Unification Church. It is a ceremony of going beyond death and 
onward to joy. Those who go through the Seunghwa Ceremony can easily go beyond all the 
valleys in the spirit world. Of course, there will be some who fail to do so and remain in between. 
You have to know this. The Seunghwa Ceremony began with Heung-jin. (212-96, 1991.1.2) 
 
Heung-jin’s ascension brought down the walls of death. That is why it is called the Seunghwa 
Ceremony. Death should not bring dejection or despair. It is not a fall from life but a leap into a 
new world. It is ascending to a new world. For that reason, Unification Church members should 
not fear death. Death comes in accordance with the natural order of things. It is just a process of 
moving on to a better world. (196-270, 1990.1.2) 
 
I did not cry even when my son Heung-jin passed away. Our departure for the spirit world is not a 
sad occasion. You should raise the flag of heaven amid the trumpet call for liberation. Go on 
boldly, unbeaten, while raising the flag that signals your glorious return to your homeland. This is 
the path that lets you proudly enter your hometown, where the nation and all of humanity will 
welcome you with cheers. It is not a sorrowful occasion. We do not shed tears in the Unification 
Church. What do we call this? We call it the Seunghwa Ceremony. (227-260, 1992.2.14) 
 
Even though my mother-in-law passed away, we do not call it a funeral in the Unification Church. 
What do we call it? A Seunghwa Ceremony! We call it a Seunghwa. It is moving on to the stage of 
activity in the vertical spirit world, the infinite world, after having lived in the horizontal earthly 
world. In the satanic world, if you cry aloud, evil spirits will come to you, but evil spirits cannot 
find their way to a Seunghwa Ceremony. (195-160, 1989.11.15) 
 
 
What do we call funerals in the Unification Church? What is a Seunghwa Ceremony? It means to 
be transformed and go up to a higher stage. I did not cry when grandmother Hong passed away. I 
did not cry because I was busy paving the way for her to ascend. Where else can you find a 
greater filial son than this? (196-55, 1989.12.24) 



 
In the Unification Church, we do not hold funerals in the usual way after a person’s death. 
Instead, we hold a Seunghwa Ceremony. We live our lives knowing where we are heading. Is 
there anything to fear in this world? Is there anything to fear in the universe? From this world of 
sin and chaos, we should take the form of an autonomous center, aligned with the standard of 
heaven and earth, and thus enter into an upright position within the realm of God’s love. Why do 
we need to enter the vertical position? It is because it creates no shadow in relation to God’s 
love. Everything is perfected. Consequently, the entire environment will rotate around the 
vertical axis. When a woman unites centering on a man, the realm of happiness emerges 
throughout the environment, centering on that man and woman. (198-124, 1990.1.25) 
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